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Memoirs

December Birthdays:

Happy Birthday!

Happiest of birthdays to Martin, Elisar, ~ § @3"??;.;: o
Lukas, Kateryna, Arina, Claudia, Patricia, e
Asil, Gabriella, Thomas, Mykola, Sofia, D
David, Asher, Eoin, Melad, Martin and Vanessa.

We hope you all had a wonderful celebrationl!

Home School Community Liaison:

Our parents have been really involved with our school
this month. They have transformed our garden areas and
special thanks to Heather, Tiffany Ann and Robert for
their efforts. We are now ready for gardening classes to
begin in the new year and would appeal to all parents to
get on board. Our healthy eating initiative is made up of
growing healthy produce, delivering healthy Tesco packs
and providing cooking classes to educate parents on
cooking healthy meals. Our craft workshops were a huge
success and thanks to parents, tutors and CLDC for
making these classes possible. As Term 1 draws to a
close, we are delighted with what we have accomplished
so far. We had six weeks of cooking classes, one week of
garden preparation and two craft workshops. We have
arranged for gardening, yoga and beauty classes to run
throughout Term 2, with ‘Dads & Lads' soccer to follow
later on in the year. Our parents seem to really enjoy our
classes as it is a great chance to engage with other
families. As always, we would be delighted to welcome
new parents to our classes so feel free to contact Alan
on 0894771298 to get involved. Have a great Christmas
and we look forward to seeing you all again in the new
year.

Cherry Blossom Class:

Nurture pupils from the junior end of the school have
been busy working through the Zippy's Friends
programme in December. They have been learning
important skills to help them recognise and manage their
feelings in positive ways. Through fun stories,
discussions, and activities, the children have explored
how to cope with everyday challenges. The pupils
especially enjoyed sharing ideas and discussing how to
support one another. We are very proud of how well they
are embracing these new skills both in school and at
home.




Holly Class:

Holly class spent the month of December learning all
about the Post Office!l We spent time writing
letters and postcards, putting stamps on envelopes
and running the post of ficel We designed our own
stamps and built bridges to help our postman carry
his letters across the river. We learnt how to wrap
presents and post them to our friends and family.
We looked at our map skills and helped guide the
postman through the town fo reach the post box.
We got a chance to design lots of winter art also!

Student of the Month December:
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A very big congratulations to all the students who
were recognised in the 'Student of the Month’ for
December. You are excellent role models and we
appreciate all your hard work.

Ash Class:

December was a busy and festive month in Ash
Class, with Senior Infants and First Class pupils
exploring our themes of Winter and the Arctic. The
children learned about how winter is celebrated
around the world and discovered interesting facts
about Arctic animals and their habitats. In English,
pupils really enjoyed procedural writing through
hands-on activities such as decorating biscuits,
making hot chocolate and creating Christmas
decorations. These activities supported pupils in
sequencing and writing about the steps involved in
each process in an engaging and meaningful way. The
children also showcased their creativity by
producing beautiful winter polar bear artwork, which
brightened our classroom. Overall, December was a
joyful month filled with learning, creativity and
festive fun in Ash Class.




Beech Class:

The themes of Winter and Celebrations are on our
minds this month, and December in Beech class
began with deliciously warming hot chocolate and a
viewing of 'The Snowman'’, to set the scene! In
Geography, we learned how to recognise the signs
of winter, and how the weather, plants and trees,
our clothes, and our environment changes at this
time of year. We explored this theme further in
Art, as we studied the work of artist and
illustrator Angie Rozelaar, and created the cutest
and most colourful winter pups and kittens in her
style. We were thrilled to learn how to stick tiles
to a vertical object with adhesive, and had a lot of
fun applying the grout to the finished tiles on our
Art BLAST totem pole. We can't wait to choose a
spot for it in the garden, and invite everyone to
see our work. Thanks so much fo our artist in
residence, Leigh, for all her help!

Beech class were delighted to accept an invitation
to Willow class this month, to see their play, 'Luch
sa Teach'. We laughed and laughed, and when we
returned to class, drew and wrote about our
favourite scene from the play. Willow class really
enjoyed our responses. In SPHE, we learned a new
way to relax through square breathing, and
performed 'selfie scans’ on ourselves to see what
level our mental, physical and social health
batteries were at. We helped each other figure
out how to raise our levels when they get low -
getting enough rest, eating good food, keeping
hydrated, hanging out with friends, or chilling out
with a book, were some of the many suggestions.
We hope to make good use of our new strategies
over the holidays!
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Rowan Class:

This month in Rowan, our wonderful learners
continued to impress with their curiosity and
teamwork as we moved into a fun-filled December!
In Maths, our focus was on fractions. The children
worked hard on comparing, converting, and ordering
fractions, using visuals and hands-on activities to
deepen their understanding. They showed great
determination as the concepts became more
challenging and enjoyed applying their knowledge to
real-life problem-solving tasks. In Gaeilge, our
theme was 'Ag Siopadéireacht’. The class practised
conversations based on shopping, learned new
vocabulary, and took part in role-play activities.
Their confidence in speaking Irish is growing each
week. In English, the children engaged in our Words
Their Way stations. They worked collaboratively to
sort words, explore spelling patterns, and
strengthen their phonics and vocabulary skills.

In Geography, we travelled across the Atlantic as we
learned all about the USA. The children worked in
groups to research different landmarks and cultural
features, creating eye-catching projects to share
with the class.

In SPHE, we explored the topic of advertising. The
children examined how ads are designed to influence
us, discussed persuasive techniques, and reflected
on how we can become thoughtful, informed
consumers. Through our Learn Together programme,
the value of the month was Honesty. The class
discussed what honesty looks like in everyday life,
why it matters, and how ftruthful behaviour helps
build trust within our school community.

In PE, we focused on developing our skills in
basketball. The children practised dribbling, passing,
shooting, and working as a team during mini-games.
In Art, the students created wonderful self-
portraits. They practised observing facial features
closely and expressing their individuality through
line, shape, and detail. Well done to all our Rowan
learners for a fantastic December. We are so proud
of your hard work and positive attitude throughout
the term. Enjoy a well-deserved break!




Willow Class:

December was a big month for Willow Class as they
performed their Irish play 'Luch sa Teach' for the
entire school. They hosted six performances in the
classroom and went on to perform their play on the big
stage in Cois na hAbhna. It was a huge occasion for the
class as the children finally got to showcase all their
hard work! The class got to celebrate their success by
having an award ceremony followed by a party! Well
done to everyone in Willow Class

One Hundred Percent Attendance:

Congratulations to all the children who achieved 100%
attendance in the first term! WOW! That's impressive!
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Oak Class:

We've had a wonderfully creative and calming month!
The children enjoyed cookie decorating, turning their
biscuits into adorable snowman characters with icing
and sweets. To celebrate Chess Day, we took part in a
fun chess carousel, moving around different stations
to learn new strategies and challenge our friends. This
month, we've also been exploring yoga and meditation,
practising stretches, breathing, and mindfulness. The
class is becoming very zen and showing great focus and
positivity.

Well done, everyone — keep up the great work!

Homework Club:

Homework Club has been going very well, with pupils
showing a positive mindset and strong engagement with
all activities. Attendance has been excellent,
reflecting pupils’ enthusiasm and enjoyment for the
club.




The Student Council: Wéltistings Dinner:

The Student Council had their second meeting on the 9™ of  ATHEURBIBGAY &S HRONGEr8rasrshes srgnitdhetakf and
December. David Quinn attended our meeting and replied o  PERe'BE TS BarRHHaRATIHKHIS o Qarpsine wiky has

our letter in person. He gave us some feedback on the issues CRIBEETE@IEAIEE MUY BHG AN EiEROEIRNT To US as we
raised and informed us that he had already acted on some of "SHEUNAIW e KiePRiRGiH thelierea of wellbeing in our
the suggestions made which was great to hear. We school. Responses are anonymous.

appreciated his time. We have ordered some new resources

for Wellbeing Week 2026 and are looking forward to it. We

have a fun new game planned for Try-It-Out Thursday.

The Student Council visited all of the classrooms to inform
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pupils about an Attendance Colouring Competition promoting ‘s 3’ .“'eubelng
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the importance of coming to school every day. The Student 1
Council will choose a winner from each class on the 18™ of n educat'on

December and eight lucky pupils will win a selection box
before the holidays.

Christmas Dinner:

The annual Christmas dinner is one of the most important
events in the EETNS calendar. Thanks to everyone who
made it possible, especially Sara, Shauna, Irene and
Julie.

DECEMBER
BIRTHDAYS




Thisttendanmek is helping them become more
confident and successful learners at school.

Elm Class: In January, we will be trialling a new initiative called
‘The Roll Patrol'. Pupils from 5™ and 6™ Class will

Elm class have had a busy month in December. We visit other classrooms at lunch time and praise pupils

have been doing lots of winter and Christmas art. for being at school. Pupils with five days of

We have been doing some fun science experiments. attendance during the week will be awarded a small

We mixed milk with food dye and washing up liquid
to create pretty patterns. We watched raisins rise
to the top of a glass of sparkling water and
experimented with different school objects to see
if they sink or float. We decorated cupcakes. We
even made snow. We made Christmas decorations for
our trees. We had our regular weekly visits to Lidl
and Barneys this month. We wish you all a lovely
holiday and look forward to seeing everyone in
January.
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Hazel Class:

Hazel class had a busy month. We decorated our
class with some Christmas decorations. We have
been learning about world celebrations. We had
great fun taking part in our directive art drawing of
ginger bread people. We are having a busy last week
with a trip to Elm café, Lidl and Barney's. Hazel class
would like to thank Bernadette in Lidl for giving us
all a selection box. We had our annual Christmas
dinner in school which was yummy! We also got to
celebrate our friend Eoin's birthday. We are looking
forward to the winter break. Hazel class would like
to wish everyone a very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year. We look forward fo seeing
everyone in 2026.

Dates for the Diary:

5t January: School Reopens

2" February: School Closed for Bank Holiday
19™ and 20™ February: School closed for Mid-
Term Break.




